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Natural 

sciences Engineering
World total 14,854,840 5,000,700 1,056,439 456,671 217,837 1,313,989 1,955,714 9,854,140 33.7 11.7 13.2

United States 1,580,413 496,168 104,364 54,763 18,474 248,659 69,908 1,084,245 31.4 11.2 4.4
EU 2,675,270 932,898 136,499 136,975 34,614 301,963 322,847 1,742,372 34.9 11.5 12.1
Japan 555,690 336,815 19,094 NA 16,113 206,392 95,216 218,875 60.6 6.3 17.1
China 2,256,783 1,143,338 251,610 NA 45,649 141,475 704,604 1,113,445 50.7 13.2 31.2
Asia-8a 3,052,984 821,141 358,953 75,422 17,177 42,491 327,098 2,231,843 26.9 14.8 10.7
Russia 1,358,463 312,122 23,201 47,933 31,086 76,153 133,749 1,046,341 23.0 7.5 9.8
Brazil 797,450 121,421 24,855 22,248 9,041 27,926 37,351 676,029 15.2 7.0 4.7
All others 2,577,787 836,797 137,913 119,330 45,683 268,930 264,941 1,740,990 32.5 11.8 10.3

Asiab 6,118,211 2,393,693 649,832 84,902 81,309 443,990 1,133,610 3,724,518 39.1 13.3 18.5
Bangladesh (2003) 180,258 74,844 18,905 5,598 1,469 48,002 870 105,414 41.5 14.4 0.5
Brunei 818 44 0 21 0 23 0 774 5.4 2.6 0.0
Cambodia (2007) 14,182 2,945 250 1,545 23 699 428 11,237 20.8 12.8 3.0
China 2,256,783 1,143,338 251,610 NA 45,649 141,475 704,604 1,113,445 50.7 13.2 31.2
India (2003) 2,052,197 463,186 327,775 NA 7,801 NA 127,610 1,589,011 22.6 16.3 6.2
Japanc 555,690 336,815 19,094 NA 16,113 206,392 95,216 218,875 60.6 6.3 17.1
Kyrgyzstan 26,395 5,900 362 1,402 177 1,820 2,139 20,495 22.4 7.4 8.1
Laos (2006) 2,931 514 0 0 172 102 240 2,417 17.5 5.9 8.2
Malaysia (2007) 93,384 43,754 8,132 11,921 633 5,719 17,349 49,630 46.9 22.2 18.6
Mongolia 28,170 8,152 708 914 529 2,986 3,015 20,018 28.9 7.6 10.7
Philippines (2004) 350,529 86,690 0 26,321 0 15,145 45,224 263,839 24.7 7.5 12.9
Singapored 11,472 5,234 1,347 NA NA NA 3,887 6,238 45.6 11.7 33.9
South Korea 315,204 129,641 14,973 18,453 4,288 14,689 77,238 185,563 41.1 12.0 24.5
Taiwan 230,198 92,636 6,726 18,727 4,455 6,938 55,790 137,562 40.2 13.0 24.2

Middle Eastb 738,715 281,431 48,937 38,795 18,752 87,040 87,907 457,284 38.1 14.4 11.9
Bahrain(2006) 2,116 533 60 155 0 184 134 1,583 25.2 10.2 6.3
Iran (2007) 195,076 93,125 16,281 8,171 10,731 18,273 39,669 101,951 47.7 18.0 20.3
Iraq (2004) 54,396 11,629 1,606 1,289 1,185 570 6,979 42,767 21.4 7.5 12.8
Israel 54,317 21,580 3,103 2,050 381 10,602 5,444 32,737 39.7 10.2 10.0
Jordan (2007) 40,787 13,633 2,596 4,491 630 1,432 4,484 27,154 33.4 18.9 11.0
Lebanon 25,677 8,834 1,868 1,347 101 2,536 2,982 16,843 34.4 12.9 11.6
Oman 7,779 2,414 231 901 104 342 836 5,365 31.0 15.9 10.7
Palestine 19,825 5,981 535 1,244 89 2,681 1,432 13,844 30.2 9.4 7.2
Qatar (2008) 1,536 369 60 96 0 30 183 1,167 24.0 10.2 11.9
Saudi Arabia 82,619 29,300 9,291 9,337 334 8,015 2,323 53,319 35.5 23.0 2.8
Turkey 245,140 91,243 13,011 8,551 5,179 41,883 22,619 153,897 37.2 10.9 9.2
United Arab Emirates (2007) 9,447 2,790 295 1,163 18 492 822 6,657 29.5 15.6 8.7

Africab 258,027 82,866 17,322 10,033 7,624 31,605 16,282 175,161 32.1 13.6 6.3
Algeria (2007) 99,420 33,990 6,115 3,593 1,122 14,578 8,582 65,430 34.2 10.9 8.6
Burundi (2004) 680 207 0 74 51 70 12 473 30.4 18.4 1.8
Cameroon 27,368 10,877 3,424 853 121 6,125 354 16,491 39.7 16.1 1.3
Eritrea (2004) 1,254 501 71 85 104 159 82 753 40.0 20.7 6.5

Field of first university degree Percent
First university degrees, by selected region and country/economy: 2008 or most recent year
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Ethiopia 49,225 12,522 1,578 2,617 3,487 1,712 3,128 36,703 25.4 15.6 6.4
Gambia (2004) 470 94 94 0 0 0 0 376 20.0 20.0 0.0
Kenya (2001) 15,620 3,870 1,120 71 1,494 445 740 11,750 24.8 17.2 4.7
Lesotho (2003) 475 190 40 0 30 120 0 285 40.0 14.7 0.0
Madagascar 10,051 3,427 1,132 243 76 1,723 253 6,624 34.1 14.4 2.5
Morocco 35,560 12,379 3,315 2,117 380 4,427 2,140 23,181 34.8 16.3 6.0
Mozambique (2005) 3,615 1,157 85 192 181 537 162 2,458 32.0 12.7 4.5
Namibia (2008) 2,825 262 0 38 154 0 70 2,563 9.3 6.8 2.5
Swaziland (2001) 1,843 237 44 0 118 69 6 1,606 12.9 8.8 0.3
Uganda (2004) 9,621 3,153 304 150 306 1,640 753 6,468 32.8 7.9 7.8

Europeb 4,177,768 1,279,424 164,961 189,342 69,231 385,342 470,548 2,898,344 30.6 10.1 11.3
EU 2,675,270 932,898 136,499 136,975 34,614 301,963 322,847 1,742,372 34.9 11.5 12.1

Austria 27,399 9,742 1,291 1,904 234 2,500 3,813 17,657 35.6 12.5 13.9
Belgium 35,906 12,405 1,356 906 673 4,069 5,401 23,501 34.5 8.2 15.0
Bulgaria 48,760 16,859 741 1,053 610 7,398 7,057 31,901 34.6 4.9 14.5
Cyprus 1,720 523 69 164 0 199 91 1,197 30.4 13.5 5.3
Czech Republic 55,611 20,960 2,551 3,076 1,733 3,068 10,532 34,651 37.7 13.2 18.9
Denmark 29,750 7,413 801 798 96 1,764 3,954 22,337 24.9 5.7 13.3
Estonia 7,315 2,602 439 482 225 667 789 4,713 35.6 15.7 10.8
Finland 57,515 21,074 2,889 3,704 1,203 4,578 8,700 36,441 36.6 13.6 15.1
France 287,234 100,257 17,986 15,913 2,112 23,223 41,023 186,977 34.9 12.5 14.3
Germany 322,651 118,486 24,539 26,398 2,847 24,573 40,129 204,165 36.7 16.7 12.4
Greece 35,425 15,506 1,872 2,607 857 6,203 3,967 19,919 43.8 15.1 11.2
Hungary 49,067 10,447 698 2,600 988 2,048 4,113 38,620 21.3 8.7 8.4
Ireland (2005) 26,486 5,692 920 1,170 229 764 2,609 20,794 21.5 8.8 9.9
Italy 231,082 81,057 11,161 4,763 3,256 26,924 34,953 150,025 35.1 8.3 15.1
Latvia 19,426 4,698 345 679 140 2,132 1,402 14,728 24.2 6.0 7.2
Lithuania 30,229 9,663 688 1,418 428 2,667 4,462 20,566 32.0 8.4 14.8
Luxembourg 330 128 6 51 0 58 13 202 38.8 17.3 3.9
Netherlands 89,331 22,475 1,095 4,301 922 9,290 6,867 66,856 25.2 7.1 7.7
Poland 321,762 117,144 12,281 16,124 6,438 46,622 35,679 204,618 36.4 10.8 11.1
Portugal 65,747 29,755 3,631 5,244 1,472 5,789 13,619 35,992 45.3 15.7 20.7
Romania 307,629 121,215 10,202 9,338 2,725 68,104 30,846 186,414 39.4 7.2 10.0
Slovak Republic 50,040 13,552 1,654 1,982 1,178 2,876 5,862 36,488 27.1 9.6 11.7
Slovenia 7,861 2,494 216 192 129 1,121 836 5,367 31.7 6.8 10.6
Spain 187,420 60,005 6,735 10,226 2,862 12,002 28,180 127,415 32.0 10.6 15.0
Sweden 44,784 14,496 1,558 1,162 222 3,999 7,555 30,288 32.4 6.6 16.9
United Kingdome 334,790 114,250 30,775 20,720 3,035 39,325 20,395 220,540 34.1 16.3 6.1

Other Europe 1,502,498 346,526 28,462 52,367 34,617 83,379 147,701 1,155,972 23.1 7.7 9.8
Albania (2003) 4,916 790 38 63 339 132 218 4,126 16.1 9.0 4.4
Armenia 19,606 2,776 314 0 1,068 85 1,309 16,830 14.2 7.0 6.7
Croatia 16,235 5,689 785 1,113 522 737 2,532 10,546 35.0 14.9 15.6
Georgia(2007) 34,052 6,514 1,407 646 1,141 101 3,219 27,538 19.1 9.4 9.5
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Iceland 2,672 742 86 85 11 334 226 1,930 27.8 6.8 8.5
Macedonia 10,493 2,705 363 542 155 610 1,035 7,788 25.8 10.1 9.9
Norway 26,929 5,896 471 851 129 2,155 2,290 21,033 21.9 5.4 8.5
Switzerland 29,132 9,292 1,797 1,134 166 3,072 3,123 19,840 31.9 10.6 10.7
Russia 1,358,463 312,122 23,201 47,933 31,086 76,153 133,749 1,046,341 23.0 7.5 9.8

Americab 3,355,148 906,541 161,741 121,792 39,731 350,569 232,708 2,448,607 27.0 9.6 6.9
North/Central America 2,238,845 697,222 132,013 92,393 24,800 305,174 142,842 1,541,623 31.1 11.1 6.4

Canada 181,580 69,046 17,097 6,480 934 30,932 13,603 112,534 38.0 13.5 7.5
Cuba 103,285 6,368 461 1,858 430 1,844 1,775 96,917 6.2 2.7 1.7
El Salvador 10,898 2,262 197 954 93 24 994 8,636 20.8 11.4 9.1
Guatemala (2007) 4,105 1,482 144 0 244 236 858 2,623 36.1 9.5 20.9
Honduras (2003) 4,386 1,391 25 103 414 57 792 2,995 31.7 12.4 18.1
Mexico 336,810 116,835 9,582 27,805 4,068 22,554 52,826 219,975 34.7 12.3 15.7
Panama 17,368 3,670 143 430 143 868 2,086 13,698 21.1 4.1 12.0
United States 1,580,413 496,168 104,364 54,763 18,474 248,659 69,908 1,084,245 31.4 11.2 4.4

South America 1,116,303 209,319 29,728 29,399 14,931 45,395 89,866 906,984 18.8 6.6 8.1
Argentina (2007) 78,433 21,560 2,445 2,596 1,695 8,300 6,524 56,873 27.5 8.6 8.3
Bolivia (2000) 15,341 5,115 563 392 1,006 997 2,157 10,226 33.3 12.8 14.1
Brazil 797,450 121,421 24,855 22,248 9,041 27,926 37,351 676,029 15.2 7.0 4.7
Chile 52,701 15,441 1,027 1,216 1,170 4,785 7,243 37,260 29.3 6.5 13.7
Colombia 107,683 29,657 0 2,190 1,700 0 25,767 78,026 27.5 3.6 23.9
Guyana (2007) 1,131 637 47 53 0 537 0 494 56.3 8.8 0.0
Venezuela (2002) 54,650 13,324 492 436 155 1,948 10,293 41,326 24.4 2.0 18.8
Uruguay 8,914 2,164 299 268 164 902 531 6,750 24.3 8.2 6.0
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Oceaniab 206,971 56,745 13,646 11,807 1,190 15,443 14,659 150,226 27.4 12.9 7.1
Australia 177,155 47,940 11,338 10,108 1,037 12,968 12,489 129,215 27.1 12.7 7.0
New Zealand 29,816 8,805 2,308 1,699 153 2,475 2,170 21,011 29.5 14.0 7.3

NA = not available 
 
aIncludes India, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan. Data on Indonesia and Thailand are not available. 
bIncludes only locations for which relatively recent data are available. 
cJapanese social science data also include business administration.  
dSingapore data include social sciences in humanities (non-S&E) and mathematical sciences in physical and biological sciences. 
eIncludes former colleges and polytechnical institutions. Data for United Kingdom rounded to nearest 5. Detail may not add to total because of rounding. Ratios based on unrounded data.  
 
NOTES: Physical/biological sciences include physical; biological; and earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences. Natural sciences include physical, biological, agricultural, and computer sciences and mathematics. Data for first university 
degrees use International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 97), level 5A. First university degree programs in most countries <5 years; however, in some countries, especially European, some level 5A degree programs >5 
years. Data for some countries include degrees comparable with U.S. master’s or first professional degrees. 
 
SOURCES: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, OECD.Stat Extracts, http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx/; United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Institute for Statistics, 
International Education Database, special tabulations (as of November 2010); Canada—Statistics Canada, special tabulations (2009); China—National Bureau of Statistics of China, China Statistical Yearbook, 2009 (Beijing); India—
Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Department of Higher Education 2008, Education Statistics at a Glance 2005-06; Japan—Government of Japan, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology, Monbusho Survey of Education (2011); Russia—State University Higher School of Economics, special tabulations (2009); Singapore—Ministry of Education, Education Statistics Digest: 2009; Taiwan—Ministry of Education, 
Educational Statistics of the Republic of China: 2008 (2008); United Kingdom—Higher Education Statistics Agency, special tabulations (2011); and United States—National Center for Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System, Completions Survey; and National Science Foundation, National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Integrated Science and Engineering Resources Data System (WebCASPAR), 
http://webcaspar.nsf.gov.   
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